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Disclaimer:
All pieces published in Harbor
Voices reflect the opinions and experiences of the author of the piece only.
We'd like to maintain a safe space
where people dare to stick their necks
out, and say what's on their minds. We
invite and welcome reader response! As
always, we and ask only that writers
help us maintain a courteous atmosphere, and focus on issues and not
personalities. Thanks!

NEXT MONTH
In March our theme will be:
MONEY!
Join the conversation
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EDITORIAL
Bye Bye Love
by Jenny Ruth Yasi

For me personall y, it all started out slowly.
Pam and Mike Richards' ancient golden retriever,
Molson, breathed his last. Our neighborhood had
lost perhaps its most uncondition al proponent of
/
u ncond itional love. He was a good dog.
Of course I.he dog turned oul to be just a
.,
wann-up to a season of saying much more diffiArtist Information: On our cover, above,
c
ult goodbyes.
and on several other pages of this journal
When Bob Ganley died, I couldn't believe
you'll see these distinctive and entertaining
it.
Some
part of me held onto a sus picion that this
illuslrntions by Peaks Island artist Jamie
was
a
n
e
laborate
practical joke th at Bob worked
Tlogan. You can sec more of her work {and
in color, as it should be seen) at:
out, I.hat he'd tum up again somehow. And I bet
www .hogaobraun.com
in some way, he will. Maybe we all tum up
She shares her website and her life
again, but every day another one of us departs. Is
with her husband. artist Marty Braun.
it alwa ys like this, or am I just noticing it more?
Some of her recent work includes charcoal
As one neighbor said, (and she was speaking of
pencil, pastel and paper collage, and has
Dot) "II seems like t.he e nd of an era."
appeared in Bloomberg Magazine, Anache
You'd think by now we'd be hyperaware
and in the Washington PosL She enjoys ski that the opportunity to live is too precious LO
ing and motorcycling, and motherhood and
waste. Yet, sometimes it seems that we' re a
more ...
barely awake - commuters blind last year t.o the
Deering Oaks rape occurring before their very
eyes; shoppers standing agape around the broad
daylight murder of Jack McCann; bar patrons taking photos of a person beggi ng them to
call 9 11 . Or maybe we figure, someone el se is in c harge. We stand around waiting for a
Superhero. Maybe I.his is exactly what Johanna Macy is talking about when she describes
the phenomena of psychic numbing. Our numbness handicaps our abi lity to notice what is
going on and d o anything about it. .
l relate I.his to what Buddhist poet, gardener and Nobel Peace Prize nominee, Thich
Nhat Hanh, says about the word love. We say I.hat we love a hamburger, or we love a pair
of shoes, or wc love chocolate, but he says th at's not love - I.hat's attachment, desire, dependence or c raving - all of which arc lesser qualities than love. To Nhal Hanh and other
spiritual teachers, love relies on understanding, and we have to learn to understand , if we
hope to be able to love.
Also recently, but in Boston, a disturbed young man assaulted an old man getting on
a publ ic bus. In this case, I.he driver and two passengers immediately understood what was
going on. The y weren't numb. All three pounced o n the 28 year old assailant, and the 88
year o ld man s ustained, all th ings considered , relatively minor injuries.
Contrast Derek Soucy, 2 5, kicking Jack McCan n- Soucy and his dumbfounded
witnesses were th e tools of a terrii>le and viole nt lack of understandi ng. Soucy believing
Mccann to be "Satan," and the witnesses believing Mccann to be a "mannequin, " the h uman a bility to love and protect uuerly failed. The opposi te of love isn 't hate, it is ignoranee.
People mean we ll. But it's not enough to mean well. Lt' s not e nough to intend to live
and be awake.

Layout, photograph s and all miet&kee
are a l eo by Ya1l exc ept where o therwise

i ndicated
Barbor Voices Box 10, Peake Ialaod .
~ine 0, 108 voices~m.aine.rr.com
207-766-2390

We are distributing 2000 copies
thi s month. Harbor Voices c an be
f ound at Port land, South Port l and
and Falmouth Shaws, S h op N Saves;

The Plhole Grocer, Videoport, Caaco
Bay Linea, the Portland Public Library, City Hall, local school s,
USH, Booka Etc., SMV'J!I, School of
Art, Java Joe' a, Hannigan's, The
Porthole, Bscky's and many other
l oca tions around the Portland Harbor. Displ ay ad rates start at $25
dollars per month ( $150 per year)
for a buainees d irectory ad li e ting. (eee page 19 )
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We're out of Hibernation, and now its time to VOTE !
- Board of Directors CornerHarbor Voices took its lirst annual January break, and we' re glad to have I his community
journal back! But, maybe not everyone agrees that we even 11eed Harbor Voices? To be fair, we're
asking you to vote on this. It's easy. If you want 10 vote NO, do11'1 send us a check, and the journal
will cease publication. If you want to vote YES, that you do wan! Harbor Voices to continue, the only
way lo vote ~ is to send us a check.
Community journals can' t live on love alone. Other City o f Portland neighborhood journals, such as the Munjoy Hill Observer. or even the new Bayside newsleller, get outside fu nding from
their neighborhood organizations, and via HCD Funding from the City. Our editor is doing all she
can to write grants and sell ads - in addition to laying out the paper, coordinat ing writers, attending
meetings, and cditing/n::porting/writing work - but its become c lear that it's up LO you, our readers,
to decide how much (if anything) this paper is worth lo you. Is it worth one dollar for each issue? Is it ·
about equal to the value of a movie rental?
We need to raise at least S 12,000 by ApriI just to the most cover essential expenses for the
coming year. Please make your donation of any amount nnw, (for a tax-deductible donation, make
your check payable to our fiscal sponsor, Maine Citizen Leadership Fund) and send it c/o Harbor
Voices, Box 10, Peaks Island, Maine 04108. Donors interested in inforrnation about our budget, or
for other inforrnation, plca.~e contact us at {207)766-2390, or al voices@maine.rr.com
Harbo r Voices is lots of fun ...

GUEST

EDITOR~AL
NINI MACNAMINY
On Saturday, January 20, I joioed the enthusiastic crowd at Ponland High School for the ci ty's neighborhood design workshop on the
proposed ~ruise ship terminal. Magic markers in hand, lots of island and shoresidc neighborhood residents joined developers and business
and propeny owners spent the day exploring ideas for the city's new cruise ship facility on the BIW property.
The day began with an overview of our ta~k. which was to critique three professiooal proposals for the cruise ship terminal and immediate neighborhood. Critique we did, and at the end of the day, each of the 15 teams presented its recommendations to the assembled crowd.
The ideas receiving overwhelming suppon included keeping the Scotia Prince at the west end of the waterfront for a number of reasons,
mainly to avoid wasting a lot of valuable land on a parking lot and customs faci lity which would be empty 22 hours a day, and empty ALL
the time off-season. Other popu lar ideas: limiting the number of cruise ship benhs, replacing small surface parking lots with structures, protecting and enlarging the ferry terminal, providing small boat access to the waterfront, burying the Frank.Jin St Anerial underground and
building on the land over it, and providing good jobs on the waterfront. Also: making sure the cruise ship renovations could be convened to
something useful if the industry declines.
Most heanening to me was the consensus that the priorities for developing the pon should be:
residents first, tourists second. In a month the city will hold another meeti ng to show how
they have used the citizens' ideas to redo their designs.
Aside from concerns about the impact of the cru ise ships on traffic into and out of my
neighborhood, and on water quality in the harbor, !joined the workshop 10 learn how the waterfront planning workshop could be applied to Ponland's neighborhoods. Later this spring,
Po,tland voters will be asked to decide whether the city should do a ci tizen-led comprehensive plan (this is also known as the Carnpaign for a Comprehensive Plan referen4¢ $/(
dum), encompassing housing, economic development, natural resource planning, waterfront planning and other aspects of our
city. I wanted to sec if the waterfront workshop would be a useful model for citizens to
One of the small groups prescntS their idea for mak- use for their own neighborhoods.
ing the waterfront user friendly to the wh,llc assem- My conclusion: a resounding yes. What
made this process work were"'Che large numbly of citizens.
bers of residenLs and local business people
who made sure the design ideas were practical. Their knowledge of the neighborhood
led to solutions for a lot of practical prob- Enjoying lunch on the city, Islanders and mainlandlems someone from away might not be
ers grapple together with the issues. Quite a large
aware of. For example, residents knew how percentage of panicipantS were from Peaks Island.
far traffic backups occur on Frank.Jin St Ar·
terial at peak times, and were able to point out that the planning area needed to be bigger
than the maps we were given to work on.
The ordinance which we, the voters, will get to vote o n would require the development of
similar plans for the whole city. And, the development of a neighborhood-based process for
reviewing development. Hopefull y, that will mean PRO-active, not RE-active neighborhood
involvement, with neighbors getting together to identify what kinds of housing residents
need, and working with the city to find someone to bui ld it. Likewise for jobs, protecting
Looking over the dcsign ... hcy, can that pier be multi- open space, and so on.
level? If you didn't come to the City Waterfront
The neighborhood involvement called for in the Campaign for a Comprebcnsive Plan referWorkshop, you missed a memorably good time ...
endum should be a piece of cake for a city that can pull off a day as successful as the waterfront design workshop. But even the January 20 workshop would be improved
by the requirements of the comprehensive plan called for in the referendum: the
comprehensive plan process would require the city to work cooperatively with
the city of South Ponland in doing harbor planning (our maps did not include
the South Ponland shore), and also to include natural resource planning in the
discussion (what about the impact of the cruise ship bilge and other discharge
on the fishing industry, on boating, on recreational mackerel fishing in the harbor?). And a comprehensive plan would require a step by step implementation
plan--what are the goals? Who will do what? And by what date?
We have much to build on in Ponland. A comprehensive plan wil l take us farther, and faster. For more information about the Campaign, send e-mail to CampaignCompPian@aoI.com
Ni11i MacNaminy

Quite a bit of good work got done over lunch ...Thanks to the City
of Po1tland and all involved for a great experience in participatory
democracy!
send us a gift and we'l l share i t with eve ryone !
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Dear Editor,
Ocean Gateway is a T rojan T itanic.
It's just beginn ing to h it me, and I'm angry, b ut not s urprised at the
brazenness of it all.
But there was another issue scarcely mentioned d uri ng the City
sponsored waterfront planni ng workshop: environmental degradation.
D uring our group, the environmental person I spoke to about th is
cou ld only come up with a sewer overflow from the city. If the cruise lines
plan to use high speed ferries in the bay and adjacent areas, as they admit,
then the effects on the larger environment could be significant. The wakes
and wash from those boats will disrupt coastal wildlife, both marine and
terrestrial.
We need to demand an environmental impact study to e valuate all
the possible environmental threats we can think of here. According to my
research on-line, Casco Bay is part of the National Estuaries Project.
There is good in formation on this site. T he Casco Bay Baykeeper might
have some good input for us too.
Norm Rasulis

Dear Jen n y Ruth:
Th a n ks for mailing me the Decembe r issue v ia 1st class mai l.

It arrived today, b ut the 3rd class posting hasn't gotten h ere yet!
Again, thank you very much for giving my reply the same space you
gave to Mr. Brandt. You r e ven-hande dness is a cre dit to the free
press!
If you, o r a nyo n e on yo u r sta ff, is inte rested in a n a lmo st
h ourly report on the te rroris t a ttacks in Isra e l (pe rhaps 3 m ess a ges
per d a y) s ubs crib e to: 448 28-Subscribe@listbot.com
Bes t wishes for a Hap p y New Ye ar.
S incerely,
J oel Goodman

Dear Jenny,
Just received my very first copy of Harbor Voices - Good a nd Evi l edition
in the mail! Wanted to drop you a line and let you know what an excellent
job everyone who contributed their efforts did! I continue to be extremely
impressed with the depth and intelligence of the people we arc so fortunate
to share (i f only pan-time) an island with. The time and work in volved
must be incredibly demanding and, surely sometimes, must seem unappreciated by those of us who merely pick up and consume it! Be assured. all
you do, have done. and will do compels your readers to ponder issues that
otherwise may have gone unexplored. The resu lting dialogs - both internal
and interpersonal - enrich our minds and spirit. Thank you for all your
work! 11 hope you and your colleagues will continue publishing this excellent paper for a long, long time!
We really enjoyed the article about our sea wal l in the last edition!! All
the best 10 you and your family this Holiday Season and throughout the
coming new year.

Dear Readers,
If every reader sent Harbor Voices just
one dollar for each issue of the paper that they
read, we would have enough money not on ly to
pay our printing, but also to pay writers and staff.
Unfortunately only one (wonderful)
percent of our readers make a financial contribution 10 the paper.
People tel l us that we ought to sell advertising, but that's not easy for me personally to do,
because I lay-out, edit, report, write , distribute
and otherwise get the newspaper created, plus I'm
a mother of two. I j ust don't have enough ti me to
also go out and really sell advertising, and collect
bills. Are you willing to sell ads on commission
only? We haven't found anyone else who will do
that either.
Other people suggest we should see if
various rich Maine celebriti<:$ might support the
journal. We kinda like that idea, but we don't
actuall y know any wealthy celebrili<:$, certainly
not well enough to ask them for the S 12,000 )"e
need immediately!
The easiest, though obviously idealistic
strategy for keeping this newspaper going is for
you, dear readers - not advertisers, not grantSmakers - to put something in your stack of bills
that reminds you to make a monthly or annual
(whichever works for you) do1~11tion.
This month has been a nightmare of technical problems. We need to buy a laser printer and
new software in order to continue. We've made
an executive decision to save some money and
print only 2000 copies. If every single reader
would send us just six dollars our financial woes
would be resolved. We w(rnldn't have to add selling t-shins and holding bake sales to my job description. We could just open 2000 envelopes
(bet we could find some volunteers to help with
that!) and then focus on using the re.sources to improve and stabilize Harbor Voices.
I don't have much reason to imagine this
will work, but since it would be such a cool story
if it actually did work, I hope you will send in a
donation. Thank you for your generosity.
Jenny Ruth Yasi
Editor
Harbor Voices
Box 10
Peaks Island, ME.04 108

Sincerely,
The Cashmans: John, Mary Jo, Andy, Tim and Chris
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Harb or Vo ices i s lots o f fu n ...

Port of Portland
STRATEGIC ACTION PLAN 2001
Dircctor:Jeffrcy W. Monroe, M.S., M.M.

Are fishennan involved enough in waterfront plans?

Revised J/3/01
Marine Manager: Benjamin Snow, M.M.L.

The Port of Portland, ME Portland is the largest seaport in New England handling more
tonnage and international passengers than any other Port in the region. The City's municipal fa.
c ilities and waterfront support a diverse economic mix that is healthy and active. The port has
deep-water channels, excellent berthing for vessels of all sizes , a new bridge with exceptional
horizontal width and an active marine industrial and commercial industry. The port continues to
grow at a steady pace but competition from other ports is impacting its general cargo base. While
the passenger trade is growing, it is nearing capacity as the trend of cruise s hip si,.c increases beyond the capabil ity of the current faci lities in the port. Portland remains one of the major fishing
pons in the nation but faces challenges from decreasing fish stocks and regulatory restrictions.
The port faces the same concerns a~ seaport.~ throughout the country and must focus on ils
strengths and overcome ilS weaknesses if ii is 10 remain an important pan of the State's economic
base.

Objectives:
• To strengthen the region's economy through ocean commerce.
• To promote the entire Port of Portland.
• To support the Port's Development and growth by encouraging diverse marine industries.
• To develop safe and efficient pa.~senger and freighl operations.
• To protect and serve the needs of the worlcing waterfront

I. International Passenger Trade
a) Develop a new multi-purpose marine terminal facility capable of accommodating the larges! cruise vessels in the induslry, as well as 1he needs of Prince
of Fundy Cruises. Ltd..
·
b) Continue to increase cruise s hip calls and support the expansion o f the market base for Prince of Fundy Cruises, Ltd ..
c) Expand Pon of Portland as an embarkation homcport.
d) Expand and integrate local t0urism program~ associated with intcmational passenger operations

II. Intra-harbor Ferry Service
a) Design and build an expanded facility for Casco Bay Island Transit District (CBITD) operations.
b) Coordinate the inlegration of surface transportation modes with CBITD ferry operations.
c) Plan and develop infrastn1cture that support the needs of the island residents using waterfront facilities

m. General Cargo Operations
a) Expand the current Intemational Marine Terminal to iL~ full available acreage to include increased container operations, roll on/roll off cargo operations,
maintenance/administrative/ customs facility and connections to rail and highway networks.
b) Support the development of a connector road from Commercial Street to 1-295.
c) Support development of an intermodal cargo facility to serve the Port of Portland, ln partnership with private rail carriers.
d) Expand the cargo operation carrier and service base.
e) Develop a joint sales, marketing and trade program wilh private o perators port-wide.
f) Investigate the development of a Foreign T rade Zone for the Portland area.

IV. Waterfront Development Planning

.

In conjunction with the City and port community, manage the process for development o f a master plan for the entire Portland waterfront.

V. Fishing Industry
a) Provide exceptional berthing and fishing vessel support facilities and mai11tain the highest standards at all C ity-owned infrastructure
fishing activities.
.
b) Support the development and expansion of fish processing facilities.
c) Support the development of traditional and non-traditional fishing indus1rics.

necessary for

Objectives:
• Represenl the fishing industry to state and federal agencies and regulators;
• Assisi processor and vessel service businesses in development and expansion;
• Assist the Portland Fish Exchange in adjusting 10 changing business conditions as a result of fisheries regulation;
• Support research institutions and agencies as needed;
• Support and assist environmental and fishery partnerships;
• Partner with the United States Coast Guard in e xpansion of Commercial Fishing Vessel Safety programs;
• Assist the fishing community in adjusting to the social and economic dislocation caused by changing fishery regulations.

VT. Inter-coastal Passenger Trade
a) In conjunction with the State's Passenger Transportation Plan, develop high-speed water ferry service from Southern New England, through Portland, to
the rest of coastal Maine.
·
b) Support the expansion and inlcgration of passenger services as offered by the Casco Bay Island Transit District into statewide systems.
e) Support the development of U.S. Flag coastal passenger service.

VII. Waterfront Infrastructure
a) Encourage reinvestment in privately owned piers by developing financing methods and other s upport mcchanism5 which maintain and nurture development of marine related businesses and infrastruclurc, including harbor dredging.
b) Support the development of a statewide generic environmental impact review to determine potential dredge spoil consistencies and disposal options.
c) Support the inclusion of public access in all new publ ic waterfront developmenlS.
d) Develop and institute comprehensive preventative maintenance program for all facilities.

A~ij

VID. Community Alliances

,

1
_

..

·,

Develop with and support the initiatives of Cily and port community organizations such as. but not limited to
the Waterfront Alliance, Propeller Club, Chamber of Commerce Waterfront Task Force and Cruise Ship
. Commiuce, MaineSail 2000, Convention and Visitors Bureau, Portland's Downtown District Programs and
Neighborhood Organizations as wel l as the C ity and marine industries of South Pon land.

it\\'11.~il If IX. Safety
.

1

'

;,:,ftli In conjunction with local Munic ipal fire departments, the United States Coast Guard and the Stale of Maine ,
develop a Marine Incident Response Program including education programs for area firefighters.
All tltis (except the fishing ,•essel photos, wltich we,e taken by Jenny) is available directly off the City 's wa te,front website: www.portof portlandmai11e.orx

send us a gift and we'll share it with everyone!
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CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT
By Cynthia Cole
Cit izen involvemen t in plannin g commu nity
changes has been found to be important because it promotes un derstanding a nd tolerance, and also ,enhances
feelings of personal empowerment. Through an ongoing
process of dialogue and decision-maki ng, citizens have a
stake in the success of new projects.
The Portland Harbor charette on January 20th
provided citizens from several Portland neighborhoods an
exciting experience in commun ity planning and we hope
it was part of a continuing process of eliciting and utilizing citizen/stakeholder concerns. Perhaps it can be a
first step in a visioning and community indicators project, similar to wha t is happening in other parts of the
USA.
From: The Community Indicators HANDBOOK
Redefining Progress, San Francisco, CA.
"Community visioning processes help identify long-term goals for a region .... Visions offer a ,f ramework for understanding community concerns, prioritizing
issues, determining action steps, and identifying new
measures of progress."
This group has a website - www.rprogress.org
which offers pertinent research for those citizens interested in "progress" that sustains the enviromnent.

Group 12 pouring over waterfront drawings at the City of Ponland Wate1front
workshops. The planning workshop for citizens was organized by Alan Holl.
It won a lot of good feelings among taxpayers - and a lot of good ideas for
the city. About I 80 people auended the workshop, which was held at Portland
High School

Another organization doing interesting things is YES! magazine. The win ter 2001 issue discusses some of the ways that an alternative cu lture is growing stronger in the US and the world. One book
YES! highlighL~ is The Cultural Crcatives: how 50 million people
are changing the World. by Paul Ray and Sherry Anderson. This
hook suggests that o ur civilization is in the midst of epochal change,
caught between globalization, accelerating technologies, and a deteriorating planet ecology. However, a large and creative group of people is becoming more active. These are people who dislike the emphasis on success and 'making it' , o n getting and spending, on wealth
and luxury goods; they want to protect the earth and st9p global
wam1 ing; they care about social diversity, women's fights , spiritual
and psychological health.
[The web site of the book is www.culturalcrcatives.org]

Other Web Resources:
www.newdream

www.simplel iving

www.workingforchange.org
www.globalactionplan

Cymhia Cole regularly contributes a column abow culling edge publications and websites that are earth and commw1ity friendly. She is
especially interested in preserving a healthy world for children.

- From the Jan 200 I STAR -

PEAKS ISLAND
HEALTH CENTER NEWS
We thank Community Health Services and The Visiting
Nurse Association who sponsored the December flu clinics on the island even in the face of limited vaccine supplies. Over 110 islanders
will be healthier because of them.
Focused on the treatment of heal th problems as well as their
prevention, Mary Libby, our Fami ly Nurse Practitioner and Dr. Martin offer well-child examinations, immunizations and complete
women's health services including full physical examination. pap
smears, and referral for mammography.
We're looking to expand services provided at the Center in
the near future. In addition to the conti nued availability of medical,
dental, and podiatri st care, we're talking with practitioners who can
offer physical therapy, acupuncture treatm ents and mental health
counseling on the island. Watch the bulletin boards and future Star
issues for information or call Kathy at the Health Cente1· or the Windham office for information.
For an appointment call 766-2929 or Dr. Manin's Windham
office al 892-7055.
For a dental appointment, phone Community Center for Dental
Health, 874-1025, ex t 3007. and ask for Wanda. She will be able to
schedule you for the days the dentist and hygienist will be on Peaks
Island. Podiatrist Dr. Gregory, will be o n Peaks-Island, Wednesday.
March 7. For an appointment, cal l Dr. Dorsey's office, 761-3889.

More of the Dog Bite Story
You may remember in our December issue, we mentioned that
an unnamed black lab mix had bitten someone on Peaks Island. For the
sake of all of you who have gen tle black lab mixes. I was told that it is
okay for me to tell you now that the bad dog belonged to Twain and
Leah. that its behavior shocked and concerned them seriously, and that
their former dog ("Farmer") no longer lives on Peaks Island. Fam1er,
for some unknown reason, ran off and bit out a chunk of another islander·s leg (1 didn 't ask for permission to use his name here, so if you
don't know who got bitten. maybe you don't need to know) and I'm
told that the victim required a sk in graft on his leg. Youch.
Twain said that in addition to feeling really bad about Lhis innocent person getti ng injured, at o ne point he also got a little panicky
thinki ng, gee, if I get sued over this dog, would we lose o ur house? He
reports 1hat fortunately his insurance apparently covered what was requested. But what was strange. he said, insurance didn't even demand
that he get rid of the dog!
In any case, Farmer's family decided the dog was definitely losing some privilidges, and brought him to the Coastal Humane Society
in Brunswick. Although I couldn't get anyone from 1he shelter to return
my phone calls, Twain says they have a program there for dogs that
have bitten someone.
February 2001
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" You have to give
up all rights to the dog.
They keep it for a while
and try to make it bite,
analyzing what might be
the conditions which
would make it bite:· If
the dog seems incorrigible
after their testing period, it
is put down. Otherwise, it
may be given a new home.
In Farmer' s case,
Twain said he called after
This black lab is innocent.
one week and again after
two weeks. and no matter
what they did, the trainers couldn't seem to get Farmer to bite anyone
and they deemed the dog "sweet" and planned to find Farmer a new
home.
All across the country. and also in Europe, severe dog bite injuries are being increasingly reported. Those at highest risk of sustaining fatal inj uries from a dog are chi ldren under 14 years. (JY)
Ha rbor Voices is lots of fu n ...

Skate ParkFacing a Few Hurdles

Community Reports
Send news repo1ts to
Box I 0, Peaks Island Maine 04108
Or e-mail them to voices@maine.rr.com

City of Portland Waterfront
Planning Workshops
City of Portland Waterfront Workshops have raised questions
associated with a plan to move the Scotia Prince to the base of Munjoy Hill.
One group of citi zen participants wiuily suggested undenvater parking would serve a purpose, and this proposal reall y didn't turn
out to be all that outlandish when compared to fantastical mu lti-level
piers, bridges and tunnels participants offered to limit the horizontal
sprawl of the so-called "sterile throat" passenger customs area.
While workshop participants were encouraged participants 10
" think outside the box," at more recent meetings it's become evident
that momentum for moving the Prince out of it 's current terminal is
only theoretically negotiable. What has been negotiable is exactly
how the new Scotia Prince staging and large cruise ship faci lities will
be incorporated into its newly assigned place, the fonner Bath Iron
Works site.
Many important aspects of the waterfront plan, such as moving
the Prince, was largely determined in 1998. when the city appoi nted a
group of business leaders to perform the "CAP" (Cargo and Passen ger) study. This group of twelve men made recommendations and received approval on their recommendations from the Portland Ci ty
Council, which allowed lhe City to apply for $9 million in State funds
and $6 mill ion in federal funds. Accepting these funds came with return obligations - relocating the Scotia Prince, furthering the slate
plan for high speed ferry service, expanding cruise ship and CBITD
faci lities.
The first step in the City's waterfront plan - expansion of
Casco Bay Lines - is set to begin this spring. Meetings will be held
thro ughout February at Casco Bay Lines to discuss new terminal designs. One proposal already floating is to expand CBL to two stories,
with room for a "tenant" (Capt, Jeff Monroe has been hinting that he'd
like to have an office there). Contact C BL, or Twain at
cucumber@gwi.net for future meeting times.
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Dreams for a skateboard park on Peaks Island have been the
subject of recent fu ndraising efforts and discussion, and there are
already signs of a few kickflips ahead.
A recent meeting (approximately 20 auended) led by
organizers of the Island Skate Park movement - notably Marge
Erico. the American Legion 's Jennifer Huntington, Bob Woolworth,
community members, and two you ths in attendance - began to
address questions about location, safety, supervision and liability.
" I was disappointed more parents didn' t show up," says Mrs.
Erico. "We've got some leads on land; the Legion has done a
tremendous j ob fundraising; but we need parental and community
interest to really make this happen."
Jennifer Huntington sends us th is: "Our fundraising is substantial enough so far to make q11ite a statement to the city. The
meeting was small. but the people that came contributed greatl y. lt
was a good opportu nity to get a general consensus about the way
those parties feel. The Skateboard Park effort was started by the
American Legion Post 142, and the committee up to this point has
been composed of a few Legionnaires and community members. The
com millee must broaden to include more community members, and
people interested should contact the American Legion. At the meeting, the people and the commiuee agreed that from now on the facility-to-be should be called Skate Park, because it will be for general
rollcrsports. (i.e. rollerblading, small bikes, skateboards) This should
make sure the people know this is 1101 just for boys. There are twelve
kids in the core group that got this goi ng. Although NO FINAL DEC ISIONS have been made about location, the ball park is greatly favored. since there are plans in the works about pull ing a playground
out there too. A phone can be installed out there that would give the
kids the option to call a parent/guardian or emergency assistance.
The appropri ate safety gear must be worn. Tom, Nancy from Parks
& Rec, and Peter O'Donnell have been very helpful in all this."
Meanwhile, one fin on the horizon: an article by David Connerty-Marin in the Portland Press Heral</ (Thurs. Feb.I) Skate
Park's Neighbors Sounding Off About Noise reported that a popular
skateboard park in Windham is running into noise complaints. The
reporter quotes Colleen Olsen, who lives 300 feet away from lhe
skateboard park, as saying "You can't even sit in my home with all
the windows closed and the TV on and not hear them. My family has
been so tortured, for absol utely no reason ." A noise consultant who
was called in agreed that, even wi th special rumble reducing construction, the noise from the site was a problem. Although Windham
isn' t considering closing their skateboard park - which evidently
has dramatically reduced the numbers of citations issued to skateboarders - there arc considering enclosing the park for year-round
use and to reduce noise, a project which (if adopted) could cost
roughly $225,000.
Peaks Island organizers say noise will not be an issue, because they anticipate a small number of children using the park, but
more study regarding noise issues and residency requirements for
use of the park may need to be accomplished. Outdoor skate parks
are considerably less expensive than indoor parks, and have an expected li fetime of about ten years . (JY)

A Survey

.I ·rr'J,- !'"

The Peaks lslanc.l Neighborhood Association steering commil>.:-=· tee will be meeting February l 3 (7 pm in the Community Room) to
discuss a proposal for a community survey which would be distributed
'f
this spri ng. The survey wou ld seek to measure island alti tudes toward
- - main land parking and transportation options, island land use, and
other comm unity services and concerns, for use by the City of Portland and perhaps other island organizations.
Some of the people who have been involved in initial designs
of this survey include Art Astarita, Tanya Seredin, Kyra Adkins, Bill
Ji I lall, Dick Springer, Charles Enders, Albert Presgraves, Cynthia Cole.
.a Chris Hoppin. and Jenny Vasi. The su rvey is still be questioned and
commented on and tested. If you would like 10 be involved in creating,
testi ng, approving the questionaire, or if you wou ld like 10 be involved
in other aspects of this project (data entry. phone tree, etc.) please contact a member of PIN A's steering commillcc.(see top page8)

J· '

Maisy, four days old in this image, and her mother, Mandy.

send us a gift and we'l l s hare it wit h everyone !
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E-mails for PINA committee members:
Kyra Adkins- Kyra99@aol.com
Bob Hurley- rhurley I @maine.rr.com
Bill Hall- wpeaks@aol.com
Marianne Jaffee- mjaffec I @mainc.rr.
com
Don Perry-dperryOl@maine.rr.com
Dick SpringerDonald Webster dwcbstcr@gwi.ne1
Jenny Yasi voices@maine.rr.com

Upcoming Themes:
March: Money,
April: Transportation,
Would you like to suggest a topic? Please contact us at harbor Voices
Box 10 Peaks island,
Maine 04108

City Noise Committee Suggests
More Flights Over the Harbor

Peaks Island Deer Management
Island and Neighborhood Liasion Tom Fortier has deemed
this year's deer management program a success on Peaks Island. Ten
deer were taken - out of what State Wildli fe Biologist Phil Bozenhard believes was a population of forty deer.
"The recommended population of deer on the island is closer
to fifteen, so we will have to continue the management program next
year," Fortier said, "But we are happy with what's been done this
year," and the City has decided to end the d epredation hunt for now.
The forty deer were remnants of a herd that approached 300
strong last year. Without wi ldlife management programs, a herd of
thirty deer can balloon to 300 in three years. Both reproduction and
migration affect Casco Bay Island deer. Thanks to the deer management program on Peaks Island (which last year culled 250 an imals),
Long Island, the Diamond Islands , and Cushing Islands a ll report thei r
own deer herds arc also becoming more manageable.
Individuals hoping lo have deer meal for their freezer were required to take an entire deer. Mr. Fortier says that the recipients were
very happy 10 fill their freezers.
On Long Island, deer management involved maoy hunters,
and resulted in an accident where one participant received shot in his
leg. On Peaks Island, which restricted the hunt to one expert hunter,
assisted by Phil Bozenhard and Tom Fortier, and with baited deer, no
injuries or accidents were reported. (JY)

A commiu ee headed by Portland C ity Councilor Nathan Smith
has been discussing various approaches to try to address ooise complaints
voiced by residents who live in the vicinity of the Portland Jetport. Proposals for resolving those complaints include routing more jets across the
east-west "harbor approach," which means more flights across Peaks and
Provided by the FAA ATCT (Air Traffic Control Tower)
C ushings Islands.
( thanks to Michael Musca)
Resident concerns were presented by Councilor Smith at a meeting held at the request of constituents in the Office of Congressman Tom
T he rca.~ons that airplanes overfly or avoid Peaks Island are not
Allen, November 9, 2000 10-12 noon. Quoted information is 1aken
really weather-related.
from the minutes of that meeting.
As you know, the main runway at Portland is the east-west run"The level of frustration of residents is deep; This summer broke
way, rwy 29/11. When we arc arriving and departing lo the west, it is
what had been seen as an "equilibrium" at the Jetport. There were numer- known as runway 29. Whcnwe arc arriving and departing to the east. it
ous landings of both public and private carriers between midn ight and
is known as runway l I . T hese designations are derived from the run6:00 am, despite a "gentleman's agreement" of a curfew during those
way's compass heading ... 290 degrees and 110 degrees, respectively.
hours; There are increasing concerns about the use/success of fanning;
The selection of runways is determined by the wind direction. Aircraft
must land and take off as nearly aligned with the wind as possible.
There is concern about flighL~ which seem to becoming in and out of the
When the wind is calm, or very light, the runway is selected based on
Jetport at lower altitudes; There is an overall q uestion about whether the
predominant traffic now, which varies throughout the day, and the noise
harbor visual approach is being used adequately· especially on clear
impact
to airport neighbors.
days; There is particular concern about ground level noise, espec ially in
Peaks Island is j ust north of the extended centerline of the runthe morn ing before 6:00 am . Planes are running up well before 6:00 am;
way.When Runway 29 is in use during daylight hours, and weather conand, there is a concern abou t the noise level and number of Stage 2 p lanes ditions are clear.jct arrivals will use the Harbor Visual Approach proceat the Jetport outfitted with Hush kits. barely meeting Stage 3 criteria."
dure. This procedure calls for the aircraft to come in over the ocean and
Or. Bart Bartanowicz from the FAA a lso spoke, and he agreed
t7y between Peaks and Cushing, then between Little Diamond and House
airports this year faced increasing noise problems nationwide.
Islands, before proceeding into the harbor and down the c hannel to the
"Commercial air traffic is increasi ng , weather and airport location
Portland Bridge before joining the extended centerline to the runway.
The
channel between Peaks and Cushing Islands is relatively. narrow,
(Portland is at " the end of the line") has an impact."
and
the
turn that the aircraft make from east of the Head Light is rather
Similar to our s ituation with "Oceangate," you can't get somesteep.
When
aircraft ,speed, turning radius, wind, pilot familiarity with
thing for noth ing. When an airport accepts federal funding, the airport
must accept "open access.'' 11 is extremely difficult for the airport to re- landmarks, controller adjustments for air traffic spaci ng and sequencing
and other consideration.~ are factored in, it is not unusual for the
strict numbers or types of incoming flights.
aircraft to pass very close to, or over, the southern portion of Peaks Is" According to FAA statute, the request for res triction must meet
land. In other - than -clear weather conditions, aircraft arriving from the
the following criteria: " the restriction is I) reasonable and non-arbitrary
north may (or may not) pass over the island to gel lined up with the runand non-discriminatory, 2) does not create an undue burden on interstate way about 5 miles out.
or foreign commerce, 3) maintains safe and efficient use of the navigable
Aircraft departing to the east on runway 11 are "fanned" in aca irspace system 4) does not conflict with any existing Federal statue or
cordance with Jetport noise abatement procedures. This means that s ucregulation, 5) provides for public comment, and 6) docs not create an un- cessive departures are assigned different routes so that no single community feels the brunt of the impact. Some of these departures may overdue burden on the national aviation system."
"If a community/airport determined that it no longer wanted to re- fly Peaks Island.
Also be aware that many of the airplanes, especially small ones,
ceive federal funds for its airport, the co1J1111unity would be required to
overflying Peaks Island are doing so because the pilots choose to. They
reimburse t.he federal government for iL~ prior spending."
may be going to or from places other than the Jetport, and their routes
[It is worth noting here that stale a nd federal funds granted for
may coincidentally or purposely take them over the island. They may
Oceangate s imilarly pose requirements: both moving the Scotia Prince,
not even be operating on an inStrumenl flight plan. Normally, controland accepting h igh speed ferry service to Portland Harbor.]
lers wou ld only adjust the routes of such flights to avoid connicts with
Allhough the Portland Jetport generates revenues, those revenues must
other traffic.
be reinvested into the Jetport -rather than, for example, applied to develop rail
transportation - as a condition o f the original federal Jetport financing. The
pressures on the Portland jetport airport to continue expanding in size and num- Can you cover airporl noise committee meetings, or other co11ununity
ber of flights is currently very high.
meetings, for Ha.rbor Voices? We rely upon volw11eers to improve the
Ed Green at the Air Traffic Control Tower was asked to discourquality of our journal. Please contac t us at voices@maine.rr.com
age North-South approaches and encourage East-West approaches as long
as it does not impact safety. (JY)

"Why & when do aircraft fly over
Peaks Island?''
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Tom and Elaine have been married for 29 years. T hey say
friendship, community and good cooking arc imponant to love!

Scott and Nancy have been married 18 years. They
say one secret to happiness is that "opposites attract!"

Rick and Linda have been married for fifteen years. They say
what makes theirs a happy marriage is "doing •tuIT like this together (cross-country skiing)."

Mary Lou and Ame have been married almost ten
years. They say, "Marriage is a wonderful thing,
but it takes a lot of work. Our secret is not giving
up easily when things get tough."

Pam and Mike have been married 16 years. T hey say that
one good trick for a happy marriage is to "maintain your
own frie ndships. and compromise when you don't agree."

J.

...
,.

Jennifer and Chris have been together for 2 years. They agree that
"the only rule is that there are no rules."

send us a gi ft a nd we' 11 share it wi t h everyone 1

Jenny and Alben have been married 15 years.
Our little trick is realizing that nobody's perfect,
and everyone makes mistakes.
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Waiting Out the Roller Coasters
fictio11, by Jenny R111h Yasi
Eleanor wa~ sick, and it was a bad day for it. Her mother had scheduled a mecling
in Boston six months ago, and rescheduled it after a roller coaster of events that culminalcd in a snowstonn. Now, no matter what, this time Dorothy had to be there. No one
keeps the producers at M.T.V. waiting. Her writers would be having apoplexy. This
meeting was literally wonh mill ions of dollars. So she began calling back-up care providers. Pleasant Village's "Home in Bed" service was full for the day.
"Is it the cough and fever?" The girl who answered phones for Pleasant Village
sounded all of sixteen years old. "Everyone's got it."
"She's at 104," Dorothy said. "No cough yet. She says she has a rummy ache."
Dorothy had given the little girl Tylenol every two hours through-out the night, hoping by morn ing that she'd be better. But Ell ie wasn' t over it. Now she threw up bile,
and wouldn't get out of bed. Dorothy dropped sheets into the washer as she spoke on
the phone. She noticed a little drip of vomit on the comer of her pale green suit jacket,
and went to get the sponge.
"Well, I'm sorry we can't help you out," the gi rl said. "Do you have a friend?"
Do I have a friend? Dorothy fumed. Whal a stupid question. She had thiny-two
friends and they were all on their way to work this morning and at least six of these
friends would no longer be her friends if she failed to arrive in Boston by ten a.m.
Jamie Hnga11 il/11.1·1ratinn
She tried Mrs. Quigg, who lived two doors down, but the woman didn't answer her phone. Dorothy's ro lodex had a list of six babysitters, but after calli ng the first three, she realized they all wouJd be in
school that day. She called everyone else she cou ld think of.
El lie called, "Mommy." Dorothy carried the phone into the bedroom and sat on the comer of Ell ie's bed. "My tummy
huns." Her daughter was six years old, the spitti ng image of her grandfather - the same dark lashes and eyebrows, but with
contrarily blond hair- paler looking now against the flush on her cheeks .. "If it's any consolation," her mother said, "You look
so beautifu l."
But the little girl was c urled in a ball on her side, holding her teddy bear. Dorothy called the pediatrician, and left a message with the answering service to have him please call her back.
Dorothy slid on her watch, and packed a fi le and a stack of photos into her briefcase. The kitchen clock rnng one gong,
so she set her watch at half-past eight. There was still a way, she thought, that she could make it.
"Do you want a cup of tea?" she asked. "Or toast?"
"No:~
'Tm having a hard time finding a babysitter," Dorothy said, "and I really need you to go to school today. Are you sure
this isn't the kind of tmnmy ache that might feel better if you j ust went to school and tried not to think about it?"
"No, Mommy, I can't. It huns."
The phone rang. It was Ted.
"Hey, honey, I'm so glad I caught you. We found a problem. You'll need to stop in the office and rip another tape. Boy.
it's providence that I caught you before you went out the door."
"Oh Ted, you're not going to believe this, but I'm having a problem with El lie."
"What is it this time?" he asked. Ted was a brilliant writer and producer, he was an entenaining date and a generous
lover. But suddenly Dorothy realized, Ted would be a lousy father.
"She~s sick."
"That's what happens lo kids," Ted said. "They get sick, they get better. Drop her off at her school and run. She'll survive.··
Dorothy stroked Ellie's forehead, and the little girl staned weeping. "Oooh." she said, and she cried. "Mommy, it huns."
"Look Ted, I've got to get off the phone. I'm expecting a call from the pediatrician. I'll do everything I can, but maybe
you should_ get Rhonda to grab the tape."
"I tried Rhonda,"' he said. "She's already left." Dorothy could still make it to Bo~ton if she left right now. Ted suggested
she cou ld just pop Ell ie in the car. and hring her along to the meeting. "Just pile some pillows and a blanket in the back seat. It
could be fun ."
"Ted, you need to get someone else to go for the tape," she said, and hung up the phone. Ellie was moaning, holding
onto her belly.
"What do you think, honey?" Dorothy whispered. "Do you have to poop?"
But El lie didn' t answer, she didn't even seem to realize that anyone was talking to her. Dorothy scooped her up just as
the little girl went limp. Dorothy could feel a surprising heat rising out of her daughter's body as she carried Ellie down lo the
car, wrapped in a blanket. The clock was bonging in the kitchen, but Dorothy didn ·1 count the chimes. She just tucked Ellie into
the car and raced to the hospital.
Doctors whisked Ellie away practically the moment they arrived. The nurses who spoke with Dorothy were very kind,
tell ing her that a doctor would be out shonly, but first Dorothy muse sign a do1.en forms, including several - the nurse explained -- which gave the doctors permission to operate.
"Operate?" El lie asked . Boston receded. Her breasts ached. She wouldn't be going a nywhere today.
A surgeon hurried out to introduce himself. "It's likely to feel like a rollercoaster for the first hour or so," he said,
"buckle your seatbelt. Ellie'~ appendix has ruptured . She is being stabilized with fV antibiotks. and prepped for an emergency
operation. Now, we never make absolute guarcntees, but I'm 99% sure Ellie will be just fine," the surgeon gave Dorothy a little
squeeze on her ann , "You got her here in the nick of time. But we won't really be completely·out or the dark till we see how the
antibiotics work, and get that fever down.''
They let Dorothy peep in at El lie before surgery. "Hold on:· she whispered. "you'll be feeling beuer ~oon:· but Ellie
had a mask on, and couldn't respond. There were two other c hildren in intensive care, each with green plastic oxygen masks,
IV's hanging from the head of the bed. The other two children were covered in the thin white blankets, but Ellie had a blanket
that was circulating cool water, designed to bring her fever down.
Dorothy wobbled out into the wai ting room. Well, buckle your seatbelt. She. looked at her watch. It will be over in one
hour, he'd said, but her watch still said eight thiny. She tapped her watch violently, but the second hand didn't move. She
looked up and asked another parent waiting there for the time. He appeared to look right through her and turned back 10 his
newspaper. Dorothy closed her eyes. Sometimes the only thing love can do is to wait.
Je1111y wrote rhi.t story for a 24 hour short-story comest offeredatwww.writersweekly.com.
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All poems on
this page are by
Annie Seikonia

Annie Seikonia is a Portland poet, author and cardomancer.
She believes that "life is a series of ephemeral sagas,"
a phrase that appeared to her in a dream.
Cathedral

I walked past my bones ground in the g lass,
The c rystal reflections of a cruel Jake
That entered its frozen self in d ull repetitions.
We began working on the
Cathedral in our spare
Time, caressing tnortar in tandem.
And over time it rose, the spires
Touching blue, the intricate vaults
Filling up with airy treasures.

.

Winter
The dark sleds stagger home
Through imme11.se blue drifts
The icy espla11ade is 11early done
Over i11 glass and mirro1·
As )'OIi walk along the froze11 dro11e
Of 11111nb mummies be)'Olld pai11 and u11der stone

-

Diabolical ice petals hang like
Peifect seizures, whispering "dazzle nu:"
So you do but his IOI$
This sky-blue le;sf
Hands a

Heart ad

The heady
With dru
Bearings
With wble

ome

Sip yo11r tea and
The winter king Lt
Ready to spring
From his while coffin

and honey
of shell and cone.
We watched them come,
The velvet night still hoary
On our cheeks, as they transformed
The path with every step.

Lay bare the land with all/lers
Caughtfa.tt in night's careless lauice

Sing the horizon for you are queen
A11d I have dropped my futile sword
Somewhere in rhe sea of perfect snow

And in the morning we rose
To our fairy tale kingdom of tulip,
Bee and nave. Held bands in
The gentle sway of a tril lion suns,

Fait Accompli
.,-('7- I
I

l /

I

Dresses of fire, skirts of wind, are what you' II
Find me usefnl for if you dare to turn a few m ore
Pages. Or, if you let the fire go out, what you'll
Feel as l turn and walk away up and down the
Backwards street of your dreaming gaze. Wbo
Will you be tomorrow? It takes a leap of faith
To build a home of sheets and weather, a small
Step between fatal canyons. Understood: what
It would take to fire ao imaginary gun and keep someone
Forever young and impossible. Why shouldn' t
Witches fly and hags tum somersaults into beauty
Queens? Oh you're bound to shatter it as simply
As dropping glass on pavement. It's
Written in the stars above the harbor of your sky.
Fact is, before !he first killer's touch. the first flare
Of addiction, before dark lips even try to start to
Tell the truth, it' s already been done and I am gone
Before I begin -· my fingerprints already singed
Pem1anently in the devil's aching kiln, choir
And byre of a smal l, red, heart-shaped bird .

..

•
send us a gift and we'll s hare i t wi th eve r yone!
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Images byJam,e Hogan

I am 94 years of age. I have never had a gun or
a weapon, but I've looked into many guns and aJn astonished that l survived. I believe that all people are
good.
l was married when I was 27 years old. l fled
from Nazi Germany and came to Trieste Italy. At that
time many refugees from Germany lived in Trieste because from there, there were regular steamship connections to British occupied Palestine and South America.
All the refugees of course wanted to find a haven, so
whenever a steamship left , all of us came to say goodbye.
I am an immigrant I came to the U.S. in 1949.
At that time I was 42 years old, my wife and l had
been together for 14 years, and our son was 12 years
old.
I had relatives in Allentown, Pennsylvania - a
• sister ofmy mother lived there. She had married an
American and moved much earlier to the U.S., so for a
short time we hved with this aunt. Then I bought a
piece of woodland nearby and started to build a house.
We had no money, but I could buy an acre of
woodland for S300. I had to build an access road, and
so after our work, we cut trees, moved stones, and built
the access road to our property. There, with the pick,
shovel ,and wheelbarrow we dug a foundation and carried stones which we found in the woods and cleaned.
Then we poured ready mix concrete into the fonns,
and threw the stones in (in order to use less concrete).
We all worked very hard, even our twelve year old son
was very eager 10 help. When we had saved a few hundred dollars, we bought some more concrete blocks
and laid up the walls.
The barracks had been taken down and so for
very little money I bought used lumber, used windows
and doors, and from that my wife and I built our first
home in the woods.
We had the enthusiastic help of all our
neighbors. A great problem was of course water and
toilet facilities. With gratitude, I accepted the outhouse

of a neighbor which we brought over
and set in place. The property was located on the slope of a hill, and from
the outhouse we had a beautiful view
over the valley.
\I
I had taken a job for Sears
Roebuck, installing aluminum windows and doors. In the morning I put
an empty water barrel into my truck and left it at my
Aunt's property when I went to work. In the evening, I put
the barrel back into my truck and filled it with water from
my Aunt's. At my property, 1could roll the barrel off the
truck and my wife could have water for cooking and washing.
She had no washing machme, so I got a big kettle
which l put on stones. My wife collected from the woods
and made a fire under it, so she cooked the wash ands
cleaned it by hand.
We had a first class shower. It was another barrel
filled with water over a wooden s1ruc1ure. The sun heated
the water and we took our warm shower in the open
woods.
We were married for more than 20 years before she
go1 her first washing machine, but we both were very
happy and deep in love. Gradually, with this hard work we
made progress and we became if not rich, well-to-do.
When I retired at age 62 for re-asons of health, my wife and
I owned three substantial houses in a desirable neighborhood
But we never put much emphasis on money. Of
course we needed it to pay the butcher and the baker, but
we always considered it the root of all evils, and preferred
to walk hand in hand through the woods, or later in Maine
to go out in a small sailing boat.
We had married for better or worse, in sickness and
health, and we kept our promise.
When my wife got ill and died, l did not let her die
alone and forgotten in a hospital. She died in her room in
my anns, and her last words were that she would be waiting for me. She asked me bow old she was, l told her 88,
and that I was 85 and would soon follow. She said l should
not hurry it up. She would wait for me. l still am deeply in
love with her and miss her.
A mold Berndt contributes writing regularly to Harbor
Voices. He shares a home on Peaks Island with his son.

Writers Guidelines at www.harborvoices.com
Arc you interested in sending us a story? We welcome your fiction, non-fiction, news, opinions, poetry, jokes and more! We also appreciate cartoons, photography and illustrations.
Before you submit, please contact us for our writer guidelines, by sending us SASE with your
request to Box JO Peaks Island Maine. Or you can simply read our ever-evolving guidelines
on-line at www.harborvoices.com
Upcoming themes: ln March our topic will be "Money." April, "Transportation."
•
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Here is a conversation with a "preacher, former preacher
and fu1ure preacher." Sam McCain actively practiced as an
Episcopal minisler for forty years, and is presentl y "retired,"
Johanne Dame is minister of the Peaks Island United Methodist Church. Mau Voyer is a candidate for ministry in the
Lutheran Church. This hour-long conversation was recorded
and drastically edited to stick with our original topic: the
murder of Jack McCann, who was recently kicked to death,
in broad daylight outside a grocery store in Portland.
Jenny Yasi is editor of /his paper.

JENNY: How can we dare love if we' re afraid? Let' s say
we run into this kind of wacko person and part of ourselves
says we need to love this person and help this person in our
society -how do we love people that frighten us?
JOHANNE: Or, how do you love in a world where such
frightening things happen? Someone told me o nce that when
you have children you become a hostage to fate. I believe
whenever you love you"re a hostage to fate, but if you don't
love, you close off so many possibilities.
S AM: You cannot love others if you don't love yourself,
and you can't love yourself if you don' t love others.
MATI: It's almost l_ike you've got a·decision to make,
whether you want to be a hostage to fate, or a hostage to ...
hate ... You're making a sacrifice, you're taking a chance
either way. The return is so much better when you' re choosing fate, because fate can go either way ...
JENNY: I think about the beating, the murder, and l have all
these imaginary things I would have done - I would have
grabbed a shopping cart, I would have run it into Derek
Soucy, I would have screamed for help - I can imagine all
these alternative scenarios, but people who were there have
to live with every move they actually made. In the face of
that. how can they forgive Soucy (the alleged murderer),
how can they forgive themselves?
SAM: You mean the people standing around in the parking
lot?
JENNY: Yeah.
SAM: I don 't know .. . It would certainly be difficult for me.
l can't even stand to see somebody mistreat a dog. If I saw
somebody mistreating a horse, I'd be right in there ...
JOHANNE: l thi nk there is a group thing. Nobody. wants
what is happening to be happening. You don't want to name
it, not because we don' t want to act necessarily, but because
what's happening at that mo ment is so immediately frightening there' s a sort of paralysis. Most of us, when we think
about that event, we want to be there, we want to be the o ne
who runs into Shaw's and says "call 91 I !" Whether we
would actually be that person o r not, I don' t know. In the
:ortland Press Heraui there was a columnist who was saymg, essentially, don't imagine you would have do ne better.
I'm not sure that's helpful...
SAM: No ...

JOHA NNE: Because as a community we should have done:
better. But on the other hand. I might have been terrified
there was a knife I wasn 't seeing, or that there was a gu n.
Statistically we are probabl y no less safo 1han we
were a week ago. The difference is, we arc more aware thai ..
we're not always safe. I think whal 1hat incidenl docs, in
the same way as M ardianne Green's , is 10 make us truly
feel unsafe [Mardian ne Green, an elderly Peaks Island
'.voman, wc'.s ~l/~gedly murdered by her daughter, Virginia, ~,
111 1997. V1rgm1a Green - like Derek Soucy- said al rhe
lime that she believed her mother was "Satan" ].
There arc unspoken covenants - that a crowd takes
care of the very young, and the very old, and pregnan1
'.vomen - ~nd when those covenants do n't hold something
m the fabnc of community (whether it is the way that it is
or the way that we /rope that it is I don'I know). but that
fabric is tom.
SAM: I wonder if it would be differeni if something like
•
that happened in say. an African village, if the people there
would have reacted differen1ly than we react here today.
Somehow I think they would have. I 1hink o ur society has
lost something that is very precious.
JOHANNE: And maybe there were six simi lar incidents
this year where someone stepped in. We don't kno w if
those exist, we don't kno w of the times that 1he web of
community worked .
JENNY: Soucy's friends are sayi ng, "This was the most
peaceful guy I knew." And I don ' t believe it: If I had met
Soucy before he(allegedly) murdered Jack McCan n, I can' I · ·
believe I would have said, "There goes the most peaceful
person I've ever met." When you read over and o ver that ·
this was just a good studen1, a good tenant, a good friend,
and that this was "completely out of character" •• if you believe this then you can' t trust anyone!
·
SAM: No
JOHANNE: Are they saying that about this guy'!
JENNY: Yes! There's a picture of him, and he doesn't loo~
like a peaceful person.
MATI: I never knew him, I don't know anything about
him, so I wo uldn't say ei ther way, but I think society as a .
whole has this paranoia, and we do n't really know anyone.
The human mind is such a wondrous thing, so many th ings
going on
JOHANNE: In the end you have to make a decision about
whal kind of world you're going to live in.
SAM : Every day.
JOHANNE: Every day. Which is to say, there are people
who make you nervous about whom you ought to be nervous, and you know them and are on a bus or a ferry o r in
Portland or in Boston with them. With some, there are ·
clues that things arc nol always right. W ith others, there
aren ' t clues, but you still need 10 decide how you will approach the world. If you let fear keep you from bei ng engaged in the world, 1hen you live a very diminished life.
(( "'11ti11Httl IJN ~~ I-+

You have to make ce1tain choices about where you live
and how safe you choose to feel. You don't want to live
in a fools' paradise, but you also don 't want to live seeing everyone as a potential enemy.
JENNY: l remember a kid in my school who killed himself, maybe by accident, maybe on purpose. But when
he died people were saying, he was the nicest, sweetest
most gentle guy, and l thought that was weird because
he had told me that Hitler was his hero, he'd called me
Satan a couple of different times, he scared me to death.
He showed me a knife and explained how it woold cul.
He had many creepy stories and I tried not to cross him.
JOHANNE: Well, its really hard to show up at the wake
and say, I found your loved one to be really scary. and
now we all feel safer.

JENNY: Well , the friends did say that he had some son of problem with lyi ng.
MAIT: Yeah. I'm taking methods of social research this semester, you know, the myths perpetuated by med ia. Of course, who is
the media going to go and ask ? His confidants, and even after
such a scary issue like this, his confidants remain his confidants.
That's a basic trust that people aren't going to betray.
JOHANNE : When we love, we don't love because people are
perfect. Well, with romantic love, we love because they' re perfect, (lots of laughter) but in mature romantic love you don 't! We
love our friends as much for their foibles as their strengths, but
most of our friends arc not mentally ill in the way that this person
may be. We love, knowing persons are not always their best
selves.
SAM: And we hope they will accept us as we are.

JENNY: To a degree, when he died, I thought, thank
God he had the courage to go by himself and not take
anyone else with him. I appreciate that very much. But
I' m also sure that if he Juul taken other people with him,
someone wou ld have been claiming that it was completely out of character. And I wonder if that could be
the case with Soucy.
JOHANNE: It may be that he didn' t seem terribly
threatening, or tliat people didn't pick up on it, or that
they're denying it. I used to do commu nity mental health
work years ago and there were some people I found
scary, some I didn ' t find scary, some I wouldn't have
crossed in ce1tain ways. lt 's just never simple ...
JENNY : To diagnose? Or to understand it?
JOHANNE: Both . If, in fact, Soucy was not a scary guy
and there were no signs, not only does that mean that
you can·t tell about him or anyone else here, but it
means you can't tell about yourself, and that's probably
the most scary thing. And that may be why I choose not
to want to believe that that was true.
JENNY: Because you li ke to th ink that you know yourself.

MATI: And they're going to emphasize and exaggerate our
strengths, and go easy on our faults, because sure we know our
faults ... but is that something you want to admit?
SAM: I think you a.lmost need to start with little children. You
have to teach them not to be mi strustful, but we must make some
judgment about people, and little young children need to learn to
j udge: Can you sit alone in this room with th is person or can you
not, or do you have to have the door open or what?
MATT: .. . knowing that your j udgment may be wrong and that
goes back to what Johanna said about having to decide about
what kind of world rm going to live in.

JOHANNE: The world has never been a safe place. Fifty years
ago your children could walk out the door healthy in the morni ng
and all have diphtheria by tonight. Even in terms of mental ill ness, 1•ve read reports that at the tum of the century there was
roughly the same percentages of suicides, and murders, and mental illness as now. But there wasn't the knowledge then and people hid it. so you didn' t know it then in the same way now you
hear about it in the newspaper. The world has never been a safe
place. Despite that, we love. Because of courage. we love. That is
our very human nature, to love each other.
MATT: Hopefully by loving, we can al least make our pan of the

JOHANNE: Yes.
JENNY: But if I went crazy and imagined that you were
the devil , I don' t think there's even a little shred of my
consciousness that imagines I could possibly kill the
devi l or that I would even want to try. I would be more
likely to want 10 ru n away C>r to tell everybody watch
out. and yell, "There's the devi l!" But where did his violent idea come from?
JOHANNE: When you're psychotic, though. all bets are
off. Who you are now and who you could be then are
two very different people and that's part of the tragedy
of it.
MATI: Tls important to realize that people wear different faces with different people. and maybe the media
just didn't interview the right people. Obviously there's
something going on with this guy and there's got to be
some people who knew. They probably asked his closest
friends. and of course his closest friends saw his_good
side, because that's what friends do. And media does
that all the time.
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world a safer place. Sure, there are dangers out there, but it's not
going to be any less dangerous by not loving, if anything, its going to be more dangerous because people are going to act on that
lack of love.
JOHANNE: But there are no guarantees. no certainties.
SAM: A lot of it comes back to, I have to accept mysel f. Peace in
the world and love comes right back to our inner being. Almost
every morning I try to go look in the mirror and fi gure, well
(laughi ng), God is looking at me and I' ll just try to do His will for
the day.
JOHANNE: Sam, from the outside. you appear to have one of the
most centered lives I've ever seen.

SAM: flaughingl Well, thank you very much, I' ll go home and
write that down tonight, put that on the mirror. leveryone laughs]
JENNY: How long were you and Manha married?
SAM: Fifty years .
(C(mti1111Mf "'' /·'fl Ii)

Harbor Voices i s lots of fu n ...

JENNY: Do you believe in the devil?
JENNY: I was just telli ng Albert the other day, and I was saying, I don't know if I could live without him. It feels scary and
in some ways it might be easier if I did11't love him. When
you reall y love somebody, you risk so much .
SAM: Well, when she died there was a tremendous hole and
somehow I've been able to accept it, but that hole is still
there.
JENNY: Do you talk to her?

-

SAM: Yeah. [emotional) It's difficult. I'm gelling... Some
days it gets very hard. Other days it just doesn't hurt so much.
But there are times ... And we didn't have a perfect marriage
either. We had problems with our children and o urselves. But
we overcame those. And thank the Lord we did.

JOHANNE: I don "! believe in the person ification of the
devil. I do believe that evi l is a force, that it grows. I think
that the tragedy of the Holocaust is not just that it happened.
but that the Holocaust crept up in small ways . W hat terrifies me, going back to our earl ier theme. is not that I'm going to wake up some day and kill someone. but that I could
be in a situati on where linle by lillle I adjust to th ings going
on without r-ccognizing where the situation is headed. I'm
personally terrified that I would find myself in a place
where I wouldn't speak, where I hadn't spoken up and
where finally there would be no one to speak for me. The
Holocaust terrifies me because I th ink evil seduces us.
MATI: I do believe in the devil. And sec the thi ng that I
fi nd about religion now is that no one talks about spi ritual
warfare or ...

JOHANJ\'E: Wait a minute. All those years as an Anglican
priest and you guys didn't have a perfect marriage? [loud
laughter]

JOHANN E: Sure they do. especially in youth ministry.

SAM: I had one friend who told me that they never had an argument in their whole marriage, and maybe they didn 't. but I
can't believe it [laughi ng].

MATT: Yeah. well the armor of God's become th is fun
thing that you can teach the kids. but nobody knows what
the a1mor is. what's !he way to reach Him, the helmet of
Salvation, you know what I mean? It's just something that
people use to interest kids.

MATT: Have you ever read the Death of Ivan lllyich? Tolstoy? The book starts with his funeral and it seemed like nobody knew him. Even his wife - her biggest concern was
when do I get his pension? When I die, I want people to tell
be able to tell good stories about me - stories are such a
great thing. lfyou don't love, you're going to end up just like
Ivan Illyich.

SAM: I believe we make our own hcll...wc find the devil
with in oursclvcs ... therc·s not some person or thing. The reason I really like the Old Testament is it shows these chardcrers with all their wans and all their good poi nts and if we
could just be a linle more honest and a lit1le more like
that. ..

, JOHANNE: And people will tell stories about your imperfections, because that is what we love.
MATT: We take a chance when we love, but when we don' t
love, there's nothi ng to lose.
JENNY: The witnesses must feel terrible. I wish there was
some way to tell those people it's okay, that you did the best
that you could do .. .
JOHANNE: Bui you don't know one way or the other. On the
one hand of course you don 't want them to be tort ured for the
rest of thei r lives; on the other, if there are fai lures of moral
courage that they o ught to deal with, well then they ought to
deal with it.
MATI: And now they 'd know it's there. I mean, it's gonna be
tough lo live with, but maybe next time if they're in some
situation they may remember.

.,

JOHANNE: David does wonderful th ings, but he is a very
flawed hero. Ki ng David has one of the original dysfunctional families, but he loves Absalom, his favotitc child.
even though he knows that Absalom has caused him trouble
and will cause him trouble. David is telling his Generals to
put down a revolt led by Absalom and he tells his Generals.
don't harm him . Absalom has very long hair of which he' s
quite vain. He's runni ng thro ugh the forest , David's forces
have routed him. and his hair gets caught in a tree. His father's General comes along and ru ns him through because
he knows David wi ll not do what needs to be done for the
future of the country - he won't imprison him. T he wa y the
old King James puts it is very beautifu l. When David hears
the news, he cries and says, !Samjoins ;,. tl,is quote]
"Absalom. my son Absalom, would God that I had died for
thee.'' Which is the most heartrend ing portrayal of what it is
like when we love as parents.
SAM: So when I th ink of that line, I wonder about this
young man's mother.

JENNY: Hopefully, they'll never be a next time.
• JOHANNE: Agai n, you don't know. But how you deal with it
affects other people, it affects how you bring up your child, in
the light of that. We have these little cautionary tales we tell
our child - mine usually fai l !laughing] but we tell them ...
JENNY: But someti mes there's nothing you can do.
JOHANNE: I've been in situations that clearl y have possibi lities of trou ble in the air, not as dramatic as the other day, bu t I
would say what changed things was for the people to band together, for someone to say something, to speak up ...

JOHAN NE: Because she's going to love him. She won't
love what he did. As a society, we have to say it doesn"t
really mailer if you thought you were possessed or you were
doing this or that. you may 1101 kick an old man to death in a
parking lot. and if you do you must be incarcerated or hospi talized . . . But I think that those who love him arc going to
love him and they are going to have to live with what he
did.

Was this i111eres1i11gfor you to read? Please let us know hy
emailing us a t voices@maine.rr.c:um

SAM: To come into positive contact somehow.

sen d us a gi ft a nd we' ll share it with everyone!
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Flvinu and Tigers and Dragons,
Oh Mv! By Phil Stubbs

Alicia Svigals, La uren Brody, Nikki Parrott, Adrienne
Cooper l'hologrdph efM1k1>rh 1!)' Min<1111 IJn'klrr

Mikvi h

·,.
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Coming very soon 10 Ponland is a lilm called Crouchi11g Tiger. Hidden .
Dragorr. Directed by Ang Lee, the man responsible for Eat Dri11k Marr Woman,
71,e Jee Storm, and Sense and Sensibility, Crouching Tiger marks a return to
filmmaking in Asia for Lee. IL is a martial ans film, but unlike other Hong Ko ng
and Chinese martial arts films, Crouching Tiger has a very well developed story
bne that include.~ two love stories, the credit for which has lo go 10 Ang Lee.
T he two big name stars of the lilm, Chow Yun Fat (Hard Boiled, The
Killer, The Replacement Killers) and Michelle Yeoh (Tai-Chi Master, Supercop,
Tomorrow Never Dies), play a pair or serious manial anists who love o n.e ano ther deeply, but are honor bound by a past tie lo never consummate lhetr rcla:
tionship. They figure heavily in the story: but it is the love story of "?other pair
that really drives the fil m, The second pair share another son o.f fo rbidden love,
but I don't want 10 give away 100 much here, plus, lhe explanation of everything
would take 100 long. Instead, I want 10 talk about Yuen Woo-Ping's contribution
10 the film.
Yuen Woo-Ping is best known in America for his work on The Matrix.
If you've seen that film and liked the visual style o r 1he martial ans with the flying around and the defiance of gravity in general, you have Yue~ Woo-Ping to
thank for it. He is heralded as among the grand masters or mania} ans choreography in Asian lilmmaking and has both d irected and worked_on a great ~umber
o f films. I would personally recommend Tai-Chi Master, which stars Michelle
Ycoh and Jct Li, Dnmken Master, with Jackie Chan, and Black Mask, once more
with Jct Li. All these films fea ture the wire work found in The Matrix, some
more than Olhers, but they arc all spectacular for their fight scenes.
The fil ms arc also freq uently humorous because of the absurdity of peo·
pie flying simply because they are so masterful in their respective styles or.martial arts. I couldn't help but chuckle with my friends when Chow Yun Fat 1s
more or less flying around chasing a burglar over rooftops or when he lights the
same burglar on the tops of trees. There is cenainly a level of f~nt~sy and u.n reality about the work, but after having seen a lot of Yuen Woo-Pmg ..s work, 111s
o bvious that he is really at the very top of his game m Crouchmg 1 rger.
As s illy as Chow might seem flying about, there is a cena in grace anp
fluidity about the mo tion that is not found in Yuen Woo: Ping's c~lier work.
Most of what he had done before is very jerky and shot in very quick takes as
part of the flow of a fight. The editing is fast-paced and grace is not required as
a result.
Cro11c/1i11g Tiger features a slowly developed story line and consequently, Yuen Woo-Ping was forced to stretch movements out and make them
seem gracefu l and beautiful, not simply as part of the s1acca10 rhythm of a fight.
t was chuckling as I watch the film, but I was also mesmerized. As unreal as 11
seemed. there was a pan of me that really wanted to believe that th~ people
could fly, that they could leap across huge reflecting pools, or s tep hghtly on
them 10 leap again. It is truly beautiful work.
. .
I would tell anyone to see this film. My mother loved 11 JUSt ~s ~ uch as
my father, and my friends and I did not feel in any way che~te~ for dnvrng two
hours 10 Bosto n and back, shelling out S8.25 apiece, and amvrng at o ur respective jobs the following day
bleary-eyed. I didn' t even
IN
mind having 10 spend the
night on a beanbag chair,
The film truly has something for everyone and if
it's no longer at The Mo vies on Exchange by the
time this is in print, hope·
fully it will be at the newly
,-,: formatted Nickelodeon.
See ii people.
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By Julie Gocll

As part of the ongoing outreach program at the Center for
Cultural Exchange in partnership w ith Ponland's diverse cultural communities, a concen was given by an intriguing new band,"Mikveh".
Singer Adrienne Cooper explained that the mikveh is a ri~al bath
taken monthly by observant Jewish women to ensure fert1hty and
health. Loosely quoted, "We hope lo surround you like water, with
sounds or joyous music from the Jewish tradition and leave yo u
feeling fresh and renewed."
·
Mikve features a li ne-up of top-notch players from the Klez·
mer csrnblishmcnt: Lauren Brody ("Kapelye") gives the accordion sex
appeal. Her playing combines engaging chord rhythms with whimsical melodic OighL~. lier singing about the sensual joys of "Borscht"
has an evocative, old-world sound. Susan Sandler ("Klez Ms.") is the
band's newest member. She handles the trumpel with agility and a
thorough knowledge of the genre. Her grandfather was Jacob Hoffman (Oh 1ha1 Hoffman family!), renowned Philadelphia klezmer and
bandleader. On a tune entitled, "llele", written for S usan as a child, he
captures her feisty, elfin spirit. Adrienne Cooper ("Kapclye") sings
many Jewish styles including folk, liturgical, an music, and Y1dd1sh
T heater songs, Her stage persona is warm and sullJ')', Song intros arc
rendered in a s pare, dramatic recitative. While theatrical it. is also
helpfu l for a largely Yiddish-challenged audience. Of Adnenne's.
many CD releases, the la1es1, "Ghetto Tango", captures the 111tens1ty,
despai r and hope that ran awry in Eastern Europe's ghellos.
On bass is Nicki Parroll from Australia. Nicki came 10 New
York to study with bassist Rufus Reid. met her husband, and is now
playing with the Les Paul Trio. Her tasty accompaniment, solid chops
and delightful solos are a great compliment to th,s band. On matcm.11y
leave, Alicia Svigals (the "Klczmat.ies") was recently seen c hallcngrng
Yil2Chak Perlman to a violin impromptu in "The Fiddler's
House" (PBS).
I had the oppon unity to catch a recent Mikvch conccn in New
York in which Alicia and Susan both played. The musical exchanges
between them were particu larly delicious and the q uintet stole the audience's bean. With great players, choice tunes, and fine arrangements, I predict Mikveh's future will be busy. Go tum on Mikveh's
new CD (oul in March on T raditional Crossroads)
and run a nice ho1 tub!
T he Center for Cultural Exchange in Ponland, Maine is dedicated to
World Music programming and has impressive CD offerings in its
Cafe Cuhure. For just $5 you can attend a Dance Friday and shake
loose your winter blues. Gel o ut and suppo11 this great community resource.

Rt!viewer Julie Goell is bassist, singer, anti songwriter with the Portland based "Casco Bay Tummlers." You can hear the Tummlers at
www.cascobaytum,nlers.com
Also, she perfomis lrer 011e-woman show " Opening Night Carmen" at 341 Cumberland A1·e in Portland on Feb. 20-21, March
20-21, April 17-18, May 15-16. For more infomrationand reservations call 761-2465. Julie Goel/ is " member of tire Maine Touring
Artists Program, and New England Foundation for the Aris.
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Are you able to give as well as receive arts criticism?

•
•
•
cles. Send us your book, CD, or arts show announcements. •
If your work is selected to be reviewed, we'll also ask for •
your help in reviewing another artist for Harbor Voices •
readers. You can be an emerging or established artist, at •
least loosely connected to this region. Contact us at (207) ••
766-2390, or voices@maine.rr.com,
•
Or at P.O. Box 10, Peaks Island. ME 04108.
•
Harbor Voices invites you to join o ur "peer review" cir-
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John..E-t:n.ie:r's .ll'IOl•B1YI
Peer Review by Jeff Cusack
Modem - John Etnicr's most recent studio venture - showcases some of our area's best musicians. Dan Merrill, Andrea Re, Kale McDonnell, Tracy MacLean, Mary Hanson, Rachel McCartney,
Nancy Etnier, To_d d Dadalaercs, Cameron Myers. M. C. Dray, and Chip Harding take turns with vocals,
Teg Glendon and Rob Roy on bass, Matt Lucey and Mark Wainer on guitar, Jason Ricci on harmonica.
and John Wainer, Dave Fields and Steve Johnson on drums. And John Etnier does a little bit of everything: guitars, synths, drums, bass, percussion, vocals. Although this is his most recent project, the songs
were actually recorded between 1974 and 1998, with some having origins as early as 1970.
I wouldn ' t be doing this project justice if l categorized it into any particular genre of music, as it
th
encompasses jazz, fusion, rock, ·clcctronica and eclectic music. And you can hear the influences of many 20 century artists and composers of
jazz, rock, and atonalism music throughout the 15 tracks.
The CD opens with "Tell Mc," a fusion/rock piece with a great vocal line delivered by Dan Merrill, suppo11ed by a crunchy guitar base
and interesting backing vocals by Andrea Re and Nancy Etnier. It then moves into darker rock - "Disposable World'' -which was writt.en by
Mark Laskey (in 1977) with a haunting vocal line by John and a lamenting vocal arrangement by Chip Harding, Mary Hanson and Rachel
McCartney.
"After I Fall" is probably the most pop oriented piece in the collection, with the sort of solid vocal track we tend to expect from Andrea
Re, who this time carries a hint of Patti Smyth in her voice and is supported by a strong eighties rhythm section and a great groove. Dispersed
throughout the LS tracks are some eclectic instrumental pieces: "Fall," "Microballet," "Summer V 1.0," "Operational" (which docs have some
vocal work), "the Foetus," and "Winter," all of which would make strong modern movie scores.
·'Standing on Water" is a wonderfully produced piece, which cou ld have been the title track in a rock opera. "King•· sounds reminiscent
of Joni Mitchell's "Chalk Marks in the Rain'' but with a heavier edge and a blend of modern rap which was delivered by M. C. Dray. "FFZ,"
with ics sensuous, light scat lines by Tracey MacLcan and great (Jaco Pastorius style) bass lines provided by Teg Glendon, is a wonderfu l listening piece. "Second Homage to Ornette" makes me want to listen to all my old Jack DeJonet records--great drum and percussion tracks.
"Intention·• is a captivating piece, kind of like John Cage meets King Crimson. "Cardinal," a moving, driving tune moves back into a rock
genre, with a smooth vocal line by Kate McDonnell, which shifts into an inspirational harp solo by Jason Ricci.
Overall modem is an extremely well produced and cohe.s ive collection of John 's works. If you like strong compositions and "ear candy"
then this would be a great CD to add to your collection. M y personal favorites arc "After I Fall," "Standing on Water," ''King,'' and "Cardinal."
However, I found all of the compositions to be very enchanti ng. This one deserves repeated listeni ng.
John Emier is the son of Maine wtist Stephen Emier, who lived and painted in Harpswell from rhe 40's till the mid /980's. lfJh11 has pursued his
own artislic path itt Maine as a musician for at least 20 years, operating highly respected Maine recording srudios (Megaphone, and now, Studio Dual in
Cape E/izaberlt), recording and composit1s jazz rock styled music with strong visual imase1y. To listen to clips and lellm mfJre about making a music career
in Mohre, so 10 Etnier's excellent website, ht1p:l/www.sr1uliod11al.com/disquesd11aVmodem.hrml modem is available for sale in M<1i11e record stores, and is
also sold at the Disques O11lll website
Reviewer Jeff Cusack is a Si11ser/Songwri1er/G11itarisr who lives 011 Cliff Island.

Last month, we ran into a little difficulty publishing the cover of
Jeff Cusack's new CD, which was given a five-star review by Tori Morrill.
Jeffs cd (pictured above) is called PUNT, and it is avai lable at his shows,
Bull Moose, Amadeus or by e-mailing him at JefCusack@aol.com.
For the full review, see o ur December 2000 issue.

The Peaks Island Library is showing films (on a large screen
TV!) in the community room on Saturdays and somclimes (>n other
days. There will be a meeting of the Friends of the Peaks Island Library Board on Thursday February 15th at 7 pm at the library. The
meetings arc ope.n to anyone who would like to anend.
Upcoming Movies:
2/10 6pm: "Our Friend Martin" G-60 min;
8pm "Manchurian Candidate" PG- 13-126 min.
2/14 8pm "Moonstruck" PG 102 min.
2/17 6pm "My Dog Skip"PG 90min;
8PM: ''The Hurricane" PO !02 min.
2124 6PM: ''Curly Top" G-75 min.
8PM: "The Piano" R-12 1 min.
If you would like 10 receive the movie schedule by e-mail each
month, sign up at the library. Film showings are sponsored by the
Friends of the Peaks Island Library, Carol Eisenberg, President.

send us a gift and we 'll share it with everyone!
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Are snowball fights
fu n, or not? Send
your opinion 10 us
........
at Box JO, Peaks
· lsland,041 08.
Maybe we'll print
face by Svea Seredin, Peaks Island it!

?

What is your favorite wmte~ spon.
Herc Markus ta~es a break fro m
cross country sknng.

Jette~s,:&'pfiiljti~t?1einsfJ~~ f fie§~~~
~tbor Voices, ~~x ! 0;."'i '~~W~tl~Main~1~i~s

_.; ><' ,': ; "'serid~~ur
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,t~~J~c:t m}ilhe,t r;,com

Below is a pledge that a group of women created to
At drama, we are doing fundraising fo r a play.
express things they want to protect and defend. If
The only problem is that Mr. Michaud won't tell
you made up your own pledge of allegiance, using
anyone what the play is until we have a special
your own words, what would it say'/
fancy dinner- a fundraising dinner - when the
parents are invited. Well, actually he told one perI pledge allegiance to the Earth
son, because she can keep a secret and he says he
Jwd to tell someone. But except for her. no one
and to the flora, fauna, and human life
knew the what the play is. Until today.
that it supports, one planet, indivisible,

with safe air, water and soil,

In drama club, one or my friends went over to our
economic justice, equal rights
coaches locked briefcase, and after many tries
(never ex peeling to succeed) her and another girl
and peace for all.
picked the lock, aka figured out the combo. When
[from Women's Environment &
they Look the script for production out of the
Development Organization)
briefcase, I couldn't read it because my friend was
shaking, but she could read it. So could two other L - - - - -- -- - - - - - -- - - - - - '
girls Standing nearby. Unfortunately, the people
who saw it are enjoying a ll the attention they atQ NEY?!?!
tract by knowing they won't tell anyone. Anyway,
our coach changed the combination.
Attention Parents of 4th-6th Graders
So until the day of our dinner when the 200 I play
will be announced, the title of this great producThis year your children have a very special
tion remains a mystery, to most o r us, at least.
opportunity to receive scholarships fo r summer
011 the day of the dinner, someone else
camps. The camps can be sum mer spons, statewide
had fmmd out what the play was going ro be, so
overnight or day camps. Thanks to the very generous
the s"rprise was spoiled for most of rhe kids alLibrn Foundation and the United Way, the program
though rhe parents were srill surprised. By the
called Summer Champs fueled by the Elizabeth
way, rite 2001 Drama Production ,:,ftlte "Opening Noyes estate, will award any fourth, fifth and sixth
Knights Theater" at Ki118 Middle School is goi11g
grader in Portland a voucher worth up to $ 1000 dolto be llercules.
lars regardless of financial need. to attend up to three
Some of the casting is as follows:
camps. The only requirement that needs to be met is
Hercules: David Harding
citizenship standards -school behavior, academic
Hera: Valentina Postolache
progress, school attendance and communjty involveZeus: Gabrielle Dalvct
ment (sports team, scouts, Gear Up, c hurch group,
Medusa: Jessica Hatch
ctc.) - set by the principals of the Portland Publ ic·
Megara: Samantha McCracking
Schools. All the schools should be getting informaNymain Lion: Anna Martinez
tion out to you. If this is the first you've heard and
The Mouse: Molly Radis
you're interested, make contact with your child's
Our coach, Mr. Michaud, also chose eight school principal. Please don't miss this great opporeighth graders, Riley Critchlow, Katie Hannah,
tunity!
Ned Welty, Lindsey Cope, Bouy Whitener, CaroOn Sunday Febnoary I Ith, 12:00-4:00 p.m.
line Pierce, Lindsey Stephenson, and Ruby
at the Portland Expo, the United Way is hosting a
Parker. to perform a more dramatic play.
Camp Fair displaying many of the various summer
programs that could enhance your child·s education.
There will be many fun activities and prizes for all all free! Questions about camps or the upcoming
camp fair are being fielded by Jennifer Anderson at
United Way (874-1000)

Do you want
FREE M

True Funny

Some of the Peaks basketball players can be so
fas t!! Here, Ashley Gross dribbles like mad
while her teammates play a strong defense. T he
team tied this game, 31 -31.
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One day. there was an after school progrnm about
computers. Some kids asked Mrs. Dean what they
were going to do. She said that kjds would take
apan all kinds of stuff, even take apart a mouse.
Some other kids overheard this, and asked, " What
arc they going to take apart the mouse with?" Mrs.
Dean (who is a science expen) replied, "A screwdriver." T he kids went "eeeewww!" and then everyone realized what they were thinking!

!~.

The Gulf of Maine
Aquarium
has afa111astic website! Go 10 www.gma.org
to learn all kjnds of things about the ocean life
(in Maine and the world), ocean adventures,
how sateII itcs work, and much, much more.
You can learn everything you ever wanted to
know about lobsters, and see many beautiful
undcrwalfr photos by Bill Curtsinger, and
playgamp.
Anlf'Ulla

---

Cr.usher
.,,,,-- Claw

.\lourh

Lo bsl er : Bollom View

Do you know how to tell the difference between a boy lobster, and a girl lobster?
Above is taken from www.gma.org (Gulf of
Maine Aquarium). Go the website to find
out.
Do you remember the story we had last issue (December) about the chicken who was
attacked by a dog, and created with myrrh?

Before:

After:

Myrrh is a tree resin which acts as a special
skin for the chicken until the real one grows
back. Growing back a skin can be diffic ult,
but as you can sec, this hen is recovering
just fine and gro"'ing in new feathers. T he
dog, unfonunately, is still on the loose.

Harbor Voi ces is l ots of f un .. .

Subscribing members can use bulletin board space
(25 words) for Cree.Others: 50 cents per word
voices@maine.rr.com

Bulletin Board

-

Help Wanted

Harbor Voices is looking for a person with experience in sales management to help us blaze a
golden trail in alte rnative community journalism. For more informatio n
contact us at 766-2390; e-mail at voices@maine. rr.com, or write to Box 10 Peaks Island 04 108

Island Recreation and Horse Camp
will be holding a Horse Clinic on February 23
Two 4 hour sessions: 8am- I 2pm or I pm-4pm
Both sessions will include instruction in grooming,
feeding, and riding. Limited enrollment.

Peaks Island YOGA!
"'·

Clay By the
Bay

Red iscover your natural fitness, in tegrity, we ll -being,
serenity and joy with t his si mple, accessi ble practice.
Call Rebecca Stephans for schedu le 766-3384

26 Free
Street
775-3004
Portland
"

Nate paints a present for Gr~ndma, and
adultS like to paini pottery too ...

Have you considered having a
Party at Clay by the Bay ?

/

Bone ." It is available for purchase at
the Mercantile on Peaks Island. Tori is
giving lessons in percussion.
If interested, call 766-5708

Relax, Create,, Enjoy

Yes! I ' d like to help support Harbor Voices.
17$30 per year includes subscription, and f ree 25 word classified ad in
each and any issue for a year. You ' ll also get i nvi ted to special member
events !
Name_ _________ _________ _______________
Address _ _ __ __ _____ _ __ ______ _ ________ _
Phone _ _ _________ _________ ___________ _
Email ________________________________
Send copy and checks c/o Harbor Voices, Box 10 Peaks Island, ME 04108.
(Tax deductible contributions must be made payable to the Maine Citizen leadership Fund)

For more informati on, e - mail voices@maine .rr. com, or cal l 766-2390 ,
Back issues avai l able f or $3 each.Feb: Love Stories, March: ~ear Disasters , April:Ani·mal
Stories, May: Dirt, June: On Being From Away, July: Waterplay, August: Architectu r e,
September: On Being Educated, Oct .: History, Nov.: Simple Pleasures, Dec. Good & Evil

•
send us a gift and we'll share it wit h everyone !
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Harbor Business Directory
Contractors

buildersRestaurants

Clubs

Unisun
solariums, sunrooms, general contracting
766-5780 Keith - 223 Island Ave. Peaks
Raw Bar & Second Floor Seatrna

}!·

Island Bay Services

Gilbert's Chowder House

766-3375 Covey Johnson
Backhoe Work, Ea11h Work Contractor

92 Commercial Street • 871 -5636

Terry Edwards, Creative Landscaping

The Breakaway Lounge

Snow plowing and removal
207-766-5660
fax 207-766-2364 Serving the islands since 1985

GREAT CHOWDAH
seafood

35 India Street * 54 I -4804
usic and Dancing Just a Short Walk From The Boat

Bakehou..1se Cafe
Cmon in, warm up,
try our cinnamon rolls

Pet Positive
P.O. Box 6247 Cape E lizabeth

CLICKER OBEDIENCE TRAINING
www.petpositi ve.net

~

......,

TuN.,Vwd.• So1t .Su.1, 10.a.m toSp.in
Thurl-.\1\d Fri t011m io9 p.m.

PORTLAND MUSEUM OF ART ~~~~;.o.l.f~-;;.
... °''""'r
Adln.lu lon, $6.tllh!i, S5 !,1(>1-.--... clblttlS
Seven Conv res::. Squi're Portland Maine
o
'
'
(207)715·6148 • www.portland mm,cu m.o rg

and1t\1drntswlthl.D ~St )'OUthM?..

u nder6~tn.'t"fl\EEt"ttryd.1yfor
FRffFnda,:trom~pn'I to
"'pm ~~ bv CCU HM'
11\t'tnb.'fs

African Museum of Tribal Art

On tor, Munjoy Hill with holiday gifts
for friends and beasts

Free admission 10:30-5:00 p.m. Tues.-Sat.
Closed Sundays and Mondays
Masks representing IOOO years sub-Saharan hi s1ory
122 Spring Street Portland

Island Recreation and Horse Camp
Jcanann Alves-O' Toole
P.O. Box 51 Peaks Island, Maine 04108
207-766-2763

Brackett Street Veterinary Clinic
192 Brackett Street Po1tland
207-7 72-3335
Se a son s G r-e e ti ngs
Froo, rhe

..

I\

FETCH *We Deliver to the Islands*

773-S450 felch@malnc.rr.com

-

I\ C \

205 Commercial Street
Portland, Maine
207-773-2217

City of Portland Liaisons for Island Issues
Tom Fortier, Island Administrator 756-8288
Lt. Ted Ross, Portland Police 874-8569
Please see us at the Long Warf Key Center
Key Bank N.A.
172 Commercial Street
Portland Me. 04101 tel. 207-874-7316
fax 207-874-7355

, n rown veterinary clrn,

Last chance for introductory
rates. Contact 766-2390

Casco Bay Lines
For schedule information -

www.cascobaylines.com
Tell yollr visitors!

~

-

..................................................... .................................................................. ..............
Yes, Please niake sure our business is included in the Harbor Voices Business Directory!
Company
Your name

Address & phone
website and e-mail address

------------------------------ - -

Scnd camera ready copy, or plain text, to Harbor Voices Business Directory. Box 10 Peaks Island Maine 04108
Sign up now to enjoy our introductory rate of S 150 per year (covers 11 months). Beginning march 15th, our annual rate for a directory listing will
increase to $250 per year. If you need us to do a layout. there is an hourly charge applied. Contact us at (207) 766-2390 for more information
,-.
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